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2004
CONTINUING EDUCATION
PROGRAMS FOR 
REGISTERED
VETERINARY TECHNICIANS 
AND VETERINARY ASSISTANTS

Presented by University of California, Davis
School of Veterinary Medicine

Center for  Continuing 
Professional Education

in cooperation with
University Extension



change
is a 
challenge

W
e’re lucky to live in such exciting times, and  

  the demands placed on today’s veterinary 

 medical team for expert patient care have  

never been greater. Your procedures and techniques 

need to be updated frequently to keep up with the  

rapid changes in knowledge, materials, and technology 

occurring in veterinary medicine.

Change is a challenge, and continuing veterinary 

medical education is a good source of the newest meth-

ods, materials, and procedures to enable you to deliver 

quality care worthy of your reputation and standards. 

RVT certification is more accessible than ever. Since 

1994 unregistered veterinary assistants with three years 

of on-the-job training and 20 semester units, 30 quarter 

units, or 300 hours of specific continuing veterinary 

medical education, can apply for the RVT exam. 

The courses offered are concentrated in the areas 

emphasized on the examination. Successful course 

completion will be recognized by the RVT Examination 

Committee for certification eligibility. 

 



We are committed to providing world class RVT/

Veterinary Assistant education designed for you to use 

immediately upon return to your practice. We  

utilize wet labs wherever possible, provide person-

alized attention, and work hard to keep the costs as 

low as possible while still delivering quality programs.

Each course described below is worth 5-8  

Contact Hours. Successful course completion will be  

recognized by the RVT Examination Committee for 

certification eligibility.

Refreshments and box lunch will be provided.

Please note: Laboratory courses  
have limited enrollment.



Campus Parking Information
On the UC Davis Campus, parking is free on Sunday.   
For courses held in Schalm Hall or the Veterinary  
Medical Teaching Hospital (VMTH), parking is available 
in lots 50 or 54 in the Health Sciences Complex. For 
courses held at the Veterinary Medcal Laboratory  
Facility (VMLF) parking is available in Lot 51.

Lodging
You must make your own reservations by calling the 
numbers listed below. 
Lodging costs are not 
included in the registration 
fees for the seminars.

Hallmark Inn
For reservations,  
dial 530-753-3600

Aggie Inn
For reservations,  
dial 530-756-0352

Palm Court Hotel
For reservations,  
dial 530-753-7100

or visit the Davis Conference & Visitors Bureau: 
http://www.davisvisitor.com
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Special Considerations for  
Feline Dental Treatment
Sunday, March 21, 2004
Course Coordinator: Cheryl Terpak, RDH

Fee: $195 pre-registration only– 
 Limited to 24 participants
Place: Veterinary Medical Laboratory Facility (VMLF)
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
 (check-in at 8:30 a.m.)

This course is devoted to feline dentistry, utilizing short 
lectures, demos and hands-on laboratory practice.

Course Objectives:

• Learn the benefit of a “balanced” anesthetic  
technique for the cat

• Perform an oral exam by inspecting regions of the 
oral cavity

• Learn a systematic method of dental charting, and 
record findings

• Perform periodontal probing

• Learn about dental and soft tissue abnormalities 
related to the cat

• Learn about current techniques used for simple and 
surgical dental extractions

• Perform 5-6 standard dental radiographic views  
on the cat

• Process dental films in chairside developer

• Orientate films correctly on the view box

• Identify normal anatomical features  
on the radiographs

• Recognize common  
radiographic errors

Visit us
on the web!

Log on to
www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/ce

for up-to-date information 
about all our CE programs



Diagnostic Radiology Simplified
Sunday, April 18, 2004
Course Coordinator: Candi Stafford, Radiology Technician

Fee: Lecture only:  $85 (limited to 100) 
Lecture with Lab:  $150 PRE-REGISTRATION 
ONLY (limited to 30 participants)

 (Because of the need to prepare laboratory mate-
rials in advance, we are unable to accept labora-
tory at-the-door registrations.)

Place: 1071 VMTH
Time: Lecture: 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon  

(registration: 7:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.)
 Laboratory: 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

This course is designed to enable RVT/Veterinary Assis-
tants to successfully manage all aspects of a functional 
radiology service within a small animal practice.

Lecture topics:
• Basic radiography terminology and radiation safety.
• Creating the right image and positioning for exami-

nations.
• Film and screen combination: how to utilize differ-

ent speeds.
• Developing a successful technique chart to achieve 

optimum radiographs.
• Recognizing and correcting exposure problems and 

developing errors.
• Dosage rates, indications, contraindications, and 

methodology of special contrast studies to include 
IVP’s, cystograms, urethrogams, UGI’s, esophograms 
and myelograms.

• Overview of positioning required to produce diag-
nostic radiographs of animal patients.

Laboratory topics:
• Using animal patients and radiology facilities at the 

VMTH, you will take radiographs of the thorax, 
abdomen and all orthopedic examinations of small 
animals.

• Discussion and demonstration of positions required 
for radiography of the skull, spine, and special pro-
cedures.



Cancellation and Refund Policy
In order to receive a full refund for courses, notice of cancellation must 
be made either by letter or telephone two weeks prior to the course date. 
One-half of the course fee will be refunded if cancellation is received 
one week prior to the course date. NO REFUND will be granted if reg-
istration is canceled less than one week prior to the course date. The 
UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine, reserves the right to cancel 
continuing education courses due to inadequate registration, sickness, 
or other events which are beyond our control. Should that occur, full 
refunds will be given to those registered. While we are hopeful cancel-
lations will not be necessary, attendees would be wise to be prepared by 
making refundable reservations and flexible plans as appropriate.

Continuing veterinary education programs are presented by the UC 
Davis School of Veterinary Medicine in cooperation with University 
Extension.

The University of California does not discriminate in any of its policies, 
procedures, or practices. The University is an affirmative action/equal 
opportunity employer.

Dental Radiograph Techniques 
for Dogs and Cats
Sunday, May 16, 2004
Course Coordinators: Cheryl Terpak, MS, RDH  
and Stacey Zindel, BA, RVT

Fee:  $195 pre-registration only – 
 Limited to 24 participants
Place: Veterinary Medical Laboratory 

Facility (VMLF) 
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
 (registration 8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.)

This course will provide a detailed PowerPoint or slide 
presentation on the basics of dental radiography, dental 
radiograph techniques for dogs (demo and hands-on), 
dental film orientation, film processing, interpreting 
radiographic errors using dog film, dental radiograph 
techniques for cats (demo and hands-on), dental film 
orientation, film processing, interpreting radiographic 
errors using cat films.

Course Objectives:
• Perform 6-8 standard dental radiograph views 

on a dog and a cat
• Process dental films in a chairside developer
• Orientate films correctly on a viewbox
• Identify normal anatomical features on the 

radiographs
• Recognize common radiographic errors



Surgical Assistance
Sunday, May 23, 2004
Course Coordinator: Linda Pacetti, RVT 

Fee: Lecture with Lab: $129 pre-registration only–
Limited to 50 participants

Place: 170 Schalm Hall
Time: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

(Registration: 7:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.)

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN NEEDLE HOLDERS, TISSUE 
FORCEPS, AND UTILITY SCISSORS FOR SUTURING LAB.

This course will provide a detailed look at the major 
topic areas within surgical services.

Lecture topics:
• Production and reprocessing of surgical instruments
• Patient preparation, positioning, scrubbing,  

gowning and gloving.
• Types and stages of wound healing.
• Properties and functions of bandages, splints  

and casts.
• Patterns,  methods and proper use of absorbable and 

nonabsorbable suture material.

Hands-on Laboratory:
• Bandaging using dog models and various common 

bandaging materials.
• Suturing including different patterns and materials.

Diagnostic Parasitology
Sunday, June 27, 2004
Course Coordinator: Robin Houston, M.S.
 
Fee: $129.00
 Limited to 32 participants
Place: Lecture - 1309 Surge III; Lab - 1310 Surge III
Time: 10:30 a.m.-noon (lecture); 1:00-3:30 p.m. (lab)
 (check-in starting 10:00 a.m.)

 
This session details veterinary fecal parasite and heart-
worm diagnoses while emphasizing efficient microscope 
use and laboratory techniques. Designed for technicians 
with novice and intermediate parasitological expertise.”



Enrollment Application
(Detach and mail/fax the form below to:) 

School of Veterinary Medicine
Center for Continuing Professional Education

University of California, Davis
One Shields Avenue

Davis, CA 95616-8734

Phone Toll Free: (866) 426-5693   Fax: (530) 752-7563 
Email: tdlozano@ucdavis.edu

(Please print. Duplicate for additional enrollment)

Name _______________________________________________
 ❑  RVT        ❑  Vet Assistant       ❑  Office Staff

Practice Name  _______________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________

City _________________________State_____ Zip __________

Telephone ___________________________________________

Fax ________________________________________________

Email _______________________________________________

Course(s) Desired: Price
❑ Feline Dental Treatment $195  $ ______ 

March 21, 2004
❑ Diagnostic Radiology  $85 (lecture only) $ ______ 

Simplified–April 18, 2004 $150 (lec/lab) $ ______
❑  Dental Radiograph $195 $ ______ 

Techniques –May 16, 2004
❑ Surgical Assistance  $129  $ ______ 

May 23, 2004
❑  Diagnostic Parasitology  $129  $ ______ 

June 27, 2004

  Total $ ______
  
❑ Check Enclosed (Payable to UC Regents)

❑ VISA                    ❑ MasterCard                   ❑ Am. Ex.    

Card # ________________________________________

Expiration Date ________________________________

Name on Card _________________________________

Signature ______________________________________

Multiple Registration Discount
 

 Subtract 10% for:
 • One registrant who signs up for 3 or more courses
 • Three registrants for the same course from the  
  same practice
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