Healthcare Vendor Relations Policy

School of Veterinary Medicine Guidelines

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

What is a healthcare vendor?

A Healthcare Vendor is defined as a company or its representative or the agent of a company that either produces or markets drugs, devices, nutritional products, or other medical products or services.  Essentially, any vendor that provides a product or service that benefits a third party (i.e., current or future patient) falls into the category of healthcare vendor.  Additionally, there is a list on the SCAVMA website that names various companies and identifies healthcare vendor status.
Why are students in the School of Veterinary Medicine affected by the Healthcare Vendor Relations (HVR) policy?

The relationships between all University of California health sciences faculty, staff and students and healthcare vendors are regulated by the UC HVR policy (http://www.ucop.edu/ucophome/coordrev/policy/PP031208Policy.pdf) 

Can healthcare vendors directly provide food or gifts to students or student organizations?

No.

How can they provide support for student activities?

Healthcare vendors can work with the Development Office to provide support for student activities.  These gifts should be directed towards the “Student Activities Unrestricted Donors Account” or the “Educational Activities Unrestricted Donors Account.’  The gifts are subject to the campus standard 6% gift assessment fee.  Contact the SCAVMA President to discuss further details. 
Can healthcare vendors make product presentations to students?

Eight healthcare vendor talks are allowed per quarter. The SCAVMA Healthcare Vendor Committee schedules the presentations, and the Office of Student Programs approves them.  If the content of the talk concerns company products, then it must be approved to be one of the eight vendor talks per quarter.  For example, if a veterinarian from Purina would like to come to the school to discuss types of nutrition offered by Purina, that talk must be approved to be one of the eight. Contact the SCAVMA President for the SCAVMA Healthcare Vendor Committee. 
To obtain approval to hold a product presentation, the vendor or student representative must complete a Healthcare Vendor Speaker Application at the beginning of the quarter and turn it in to the SCAVMA Healthcare Vendor Committee.  For a list of current SCAVMA officers, refer to the SCAVMA website:  http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/Clubs/SCAVMA/default.html   In addition, the speaker must sign the Conflict of Interest Form, which asks the speaker to agree that the company will not provide lunch or gifts greater than $5 to the students.   
How are meals, supplies and other expenses paid for if they can’t be directly funded by a healthcare vendor?

Each SCAVMA-approved event or purchase must have a student “host” to reimburse or make advance purchase arrangements through the Office of Student Programs.  The host must use personal resources to purchase food an event.  (As an alternative, the host may use the student club organization’s funds to make purchases.  Then he/she can pay back the treasury upon being reimbursed from SCAVMA and the Unrestricted Donors Account. For details on UDA reimbursement, please review the SCAVMA Funding application on the SCAVMA website. Arrangements for all other types of pre-approved expenditures must be made with the Office of Student Programs prior to purchase. 

Can healthcare vendors donate small promotional give-away items for distribution at an event?

Yes, as long as the items are less than $5 in value and are provided to all participants in a central location other than the room where the talk is being given.

How can contributions from vendors to the unrestricted donors accounts be recognized?

A poster acknowledging the donations of all healthcare vendors may be displayed at events.  Additionally, an individual healthcare vendor’s banner can be displayed alongside the donors’ poster during that vendor’s approved presentation.  Please contact the SCAVMA President for access to the SCAVMA Healthcare Vendor Committee to obtain the banner.

Are paid student representatives for healthcare vendors still allowed?

Yes, it is permissible for healthcare vendors to employ student representatives.  They must adhere to the HCV Policy. 
Does the policy pertain in any way to non-healthcare vendors?

No, vendors that do not fall under the definition of healthcare vendor may continue to directly provide food and gifts to students and student organizations.
