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Horse Owners Recognized 
for Contributions to Clini-
cal Veterinary Medicine 
Kathleen Doyle and Richard Cunningham, 
Northern California horse owners who 
breed Connemara Ponies, have received 
the school’s El Blanco Award for significant 
contributions to the advancement of clinical 
veterinary medicine. 

They have generously supported a clinical 
study for the development of a treatment 
for equine cutaneous melanoma using a 
tumor-cell vaccine, and have presented 
their afflicted Connemara Pony gelding, 
Oisin, as a participant in research trials.

Professor Alain Theon is the principal 
investigator in the study that tests the feasi-
bility, efficacy and toxicity of an immuno-
therapeutic approach for the treatment of 
equine melanomas. The aim of the study 
is to enhance the horse’s innate immune 
response to melanoma and cause  
tumor destruction. 

Bennie Osburn presents the El Blanco Award to 
Kathleen Doyle and Richard Cunningham

Oisin, a Connemara Pony gelding, is 
participating in a study carried out by 
Dr. Alain Theon, radiation oncologist in 
the Center for Equine Health.
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