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Recipient 
_________________ 
_________________ 
 
 
Re: Questionnaire for Marine Mammal Pathogens that can infect humans 
 
Worldwide contact with marine mammals has increased as a result of more intensive rehabilitation, 
education, entertainment and recreation programs. Since marine mammals are known to contract and 
carry pathogens that can potentially infect humans, the Marine Mammal Commission, in conjunction 
with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is requesting your participation in investigating 
such zoonotic disease occurrences.  YOUR INFORMATION IS CRITICALLY IMPORTANT 
WHETHER OR NOT YOU BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE EVER CONTRACTED A DIEASE 
FROM A MARINE MAMMAL. 
 
The attached questionnaire is designed to survey those people who come in contact with marine 
mammals and are at risk of contracting zoonotic diseases. It should take APPROXIMATELY 5 – 10 
MINUTES TO COMPLETE. In an effort to better understand pathogen transmission from marine 
mammals to humans and their associated risk, we aim to estimate the probability of disease 
transmission and the nature and severity of the consequences.  All information provided on the 
questionnaire is strictly anonymous and confidential, and no attempt will be made to determine 
submitters’ identities.  Data provided may be summarized and provided to marine mammal 
management agencies and the public. 
 
Thank you for your input and time. 
 
Sincerely, 
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR MARINE MAMMAL PATHOGENS THAT CAN INFECT 

HUMANS 
Supported by the Marine Mammal Commission in conjunction with the National Maine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 

All information provided is anonymous and strictly confidential 
 
1.  How long have you worked in direct contact with marine mammals? (Check one) 
q Never q 0 to 0.5 years q 0.5 – 1 year q 1 – 5 years q 5- 10 years q More than 10 years 

 
2. On average, how often do (did) you come in contact with marine mammals? (Check one) 
q 0 days q 1 – 25 days q 26 – 50 days q 51 – 100 days q 101- 150 

days 
q More than 150 days 

 
3. Please indicate situations that describe your work.  (Check all that apply) 
q Direct contact with live marine mammals while you are in 

the water with them  
q Contact with tissue or blood samples from a 

marine mammal 
q Direct contact with live marine mammals while you are out 

of water 
q Cleaning or repairing enclosures or equipment 

used in the care of marine mammals  
q Contact with water in which a marine mammal has swum q Contact with dead marine mammals  
q Contact with marine mammal excretions and/or vomitus 

 
4. The majority of your contact with marine mammals is (was) in the area of: (Select one) 
q Research q Rehabilitation  q Zoo/aquarium q “Swim with” program 

 
5.  Please indicate your training related to marine mammals. (Check all that apply) 
q Animal restraint/handling q Tissue/blood sampling q Infectious disease prevention  q Occupational safety  

 
6.  During the time in which you HAVE BEEN in contact with marine mammals, did you ever suffer a 
traumatic injury caused by the animals?       θYes    θNo 
 If Yes, indicate the number of times you had an injury matching the following descriptions (estimates OK).  

_____ Located on extremities (i.e. hands, arms) _____ Deep wound  
_____ Located on face _____ Deep wound that required stitches  
_____ Located centrally (i.e. torso, abdomen) _____ Fractured bones  
_____ Superficial scratch or scrape 
_____ Cut 

_____ Other (describe) 
_______________________________________ 

 
7.  During the time in which you were in contact with marine mammals, did you develop a skin rash or 
reaction?           θYes       θNo 
 If yes, indicate the number of times you had a rash or reaction matching the following descriptions (estimates OK). 

_____ Reddened _____ Involved a joint 
_____ Painful 
_____ Itchy 

_____ Oozing 
_____ Blister or fluid filled 

_____ Nodular (raised and hard) _____ Located mainly on hands  
_____ Swollen (raised and soft) _____ Located on other places on the body 

Specify_______________________________________ 
 Did the lesions ever appear subsequent to direct contact with a marine mammal?     θ Yes    θ  No 
 Did these lesions  ever appear after a bite from a marine mammal?       θ Yes    θ  No 
 Were these lesions examined by a medical doctor?         θ Yes   θ No 

If yes, what were the doctor’s diagnoses? _______________________________________________ 
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8.   During the time in which you Have Been  in contact with marine mammals,  did you experience any 
respiratory illnesses?     θYes      θNo 
 If yes, approximately how often?  
θ Once or twice      θ Once per year       θ  2-4 times per year   θ 5-10 times per year   θ More than once per month 
 How long was the longest episode?    
θ Less than a week      θ 1-2 weeks         θ2-4 weeks                θ 1-6 months               θ More than six months  
 Do you believe any of these occurrences to be a result of your contact with marine mammals?    θYes     θNo 
If yes, please explain. _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Were any of these illnesses diagnosed by a medical doctor?         θYes     θNo 

What were the doctor’s diagnoses?_____________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  During the time in which you were in contact with marine mammals , did you ever experience 
prolonged malaise?             θYes      θ  No 
 If yes, how often  
θ Once or twice        θ Once per year  θ 2-4 times per year     θ 5-10 times per year    θMore than once per month 
How long was the longest episode?    
θ Less than a week    θ 1-2 weeks  θ 2-4 weeks  θ1-6 months  θ  More than six months 
Do you believe any of these occurrences to be a result of your contact  with marine mammals?  ? Yes     ?No 

If yes, please explain.________________________________________________________________________    
Was this illness diagnosed by a medical doctor?        θYes       θNo 

What was the doctor’s diagnosis? ______________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  Please describe any additional symptoms from which you suffered during the time you were in contact with 
marine mammals?  (Check all that appply)  

q Fever q Nausea or Vomiting q Yellow skin and eyes 
q Headache q Fatigue and/or weakness q Red, runny eyes  
q Diarrhea q Joint pain q Ulcers on the eyes  

 
11.  Have you ever been diagnosed with complications or disease from any of the following? (Check all that 
appply)  
q Aeromonas q Brucella q Clostridia 
q Corynebacterium q Erysipelothrix q Leptospira 
q Mycobacteria tuberculosis  q Mycobacteria bovis  q Mycobacteria murium 
q Mycoplasma q Pasteurella q Proteus 
q Pseudomonas  q Salmonella q Staphylococcus 
q Streptococcus q Vibrio q Calicivirus (San Miguel Sea Lion Virus) 
q Poxvirus  (Seal & Dolphin Pox) q Influenza  q Adenovirus (Sea Lion Hepatitis) 
q Herpes virus q Rabies q Rotavirus 
q Blastomycoses  q Candida q Aspergillosis  
 
12.  Have you ever had sealfinger?        θYes              θNo      
 

13.  Do you believe any of your described illnesses to be a result of contact with marine mammals?   
θ  Yes            θ No  

If yes, explain:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14.  Have you ever had a positive tuberculosis test during the time you were in contact with marine 
mammals?         θYes      θNo      θNot tested 
If Yes, was this by      ?  skin test or  ?  chest x–ray  
 
15.  Please indicate your gender:     θ  Male      θ Female   
If female, did you ever have a miscarriage during the time you were in contact with marine mammals?      θ Yes     θ No 
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16. Do you consider your immune system to be intact?        θ Yes     θNo 

 
17.  Please list medical treatments for specific problems listed above and their success or failure: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Pleas return survey to the Wildlife Health Center, University of California, Davis CA 95616 USA 


